APPENDICES

"BEAU GESTE": judging an act by its esthetic (artistic) appeal.

BEAUTY: (a) the splendor of truth (wish it were so!); (b) harmony
between personality, subject and form in art; (c) beyond art: sign
and promise of pleasure, inspiring respect. (Compare: Prettiness:
sign and promise of pleasure, not inspiring awe; Meretriciousness:
sign and promise of pleasure, with tinge of contempt.)

BOMBAST: exaggerated eloquence.

BOURGEOIS: (a) town dweller vs. country man; (b) middle class vs.
aristocracy and common people; (c) civilian vs. military; (d) philis-
tine vs. artsakist; (e) capitalist vs. socialist. Feminine BOUR-
GEOISE; corresponding Class: BOURGEOISIE. "Petit (petty)
bourgeois," "petite (petty) bourgeoisie": lower middle class, as op-
posed to merchant princes, captains of industry, magnates of capi-
talism, etc.

BOVARY(I)SM: from Flaubert's heroine; Byronic rebellion on a fetit
bourgeois plane.

BYRONIC, cf. Adjectives.

CARTESIAN: pertaining to the philosophy and method of Rene
Descartes.

CATHARSIS, KATHARSIS: in Aristotle's Poetics, "purification" of
Terror and Pity achieved in tragedy. The most obscure term in
literary theory.

CHARACTER, cf. Elements in a Work of Art.

CIRCULUS: constant interchange in a closed circle or cycle.

CLASSIC, -AL: standard; long-established; superior; Greco-Roman.

CLASSICISM: (a) the norm; sanity, discipline, harmony; (b) study of,
and conformity with, "classic," i.e., Greco-Roman, tradition. Ultra-
and Pseudo-Classicism, including certain aspects of humanism (q.v.);
the form without the spirit of classicism; restraint for its own
sake, and worship of dead tradition.

CLICHfi: stock expression, once of some literary value, unaware of its.
own triteness. (A frank commonplace or truism is not a cliche.)

CLIQUE: mutual admiration group, with suspicion of intrigue.

CLOSET DRAMA: intended for reading, not for the stage.

COGNOSCENTI, cf. Connoisseur.

COMIC, cf. Spirits.

COMPARATIST: student of Comparative Literature, i.e., relations be-
tween various national literatures.

CONCEIT: (a) style (Italian concetto, concetti); affected mode of ex-
pression, form of preciosity; (b) moral: the sine qua non of author-
ship; name given by the philistines to the noble self-confidence of*
artists.